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                                    President’s Annual Report    

                    

                   Annual General Meeting – 29 July 2025 
 

Good morning to all members, and thank you to those who were able to attend today’s AGM. 

I would like to begin with a sincere and heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed to another successful 

year at the Joondalup Men’s Shed. 

From the team who made and finished products for our markets, to those who helped sell them, and to the 

many volunteers who supported the Bunnings BBQs—thank you. Whether you were cutting onions, shopping, 

cooking, or serving—you all played a vital role. 

Thanks also to those who repaired, built, and supported our external and community clients. Your combined 
efforts ensure we remain a thriving and valued part of the wider community, continuing to promote both men’s 

and women’s health and wellbeing. 

Acknowledging Our Key Contributors 

A special thanks goes to the dedicated team who managed the shed’s operations and ensured we stayed on a 

strong path forward: 

It is important that we start thinking now about leadership succession—not just for the presidency, but for all 

key roles (with the exception of the Treasurer). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name Role(s) Name Role(s) 

Chris  
Vice President / Grants / 

Welfare 
Rick Secretary 

Brian Treasurer Dave Membership Manager 

Graham Shed Manager Mike Market Manager 

Gerry BBQ Manager Geoff Shed Supervisor 

David Shed Supervisor Dennis Shed Supervisor 

Mel Shed Supervisor Cameron Shed Supervisor 

Bill Shed Supervisor Big Al Shed Supervisor 

Dave Shed Supervisor Colin Shed Supervisor 

Merv Benchpress Editor Norm Kitchen Supervisor 

Continued pages 2 and 3 



2                                                     Bench Press July 2025   

 

Highlights of the Year 

This year was packed with achievements, activities, and a great deal of camaraderie. Here are just a few 

highlights: 

 Blue Tree Project 

 Hearing Health Guest Speaker 

 Truck Restoration Project 

 Machinery Education (Thanks to Graham McKeller) 

 Fishing Trip 

 Christmas Function 

 VIP Visits (Emily Hamilton, Vince Connolly, Senator Hollie Hughes) 

 Joondalup Men’s Shed Signage Installed 

 New Laptops for Members’ Use 

 Micro Dust Extractors Installed 

 Shed Expansion Planning 

 

Membership and Community Involvement 

Membership grew from 154 (June 2024) to 174 (June 2025), while Associate Membership remained 

steady at 31. 

We’ve also welcomed several new members with various disabilities, and I’m proud to say we’ve created 

an inclusive and supportive environment for them to integrate and thrive. 

Unfortunately, one membership was cancelled due to conduct inconsistent with our rules and values. 

Earlier this year, we conducted a member survey to gather feedback. While the majority reported being 

happy with the shed and its operations, a few areas for improvement were identified: 

 Better awareness and use of safety equipment (eye protection, ear defenders) 

Increased social activities (fishing trips, wine tours, etc.) 

On these points: 

 Safety equipment is readily available, and members are encouraged to use it at all times. 

 If any member is interested, we welcome a nomination for a Social Events Coordinator to help or-

ganise additional outings. 

 Safety equipment is readily available, and members are encouraged to use it at all times. 

 If any member is interested, we welcome a nomination for a Social Events Coordinator to help or-

ganise additional outings. 

Support from Our Patron – Emily Hamilton 

Emily Hamilton has been a tremendous advocate for us, visiting regularly and helping to lobby the City of 

Joondalup for additional space—specifically, relocating the community buses to allow for shed expan-

sion. While the City has no immediate plans to do so, her support has not wavered. 

Importantly, Emily also helped secure a State Government grant of up to $50,000 to assist with machin-

ery upgrades and shed development. 

Truck Renovation Project 

After approximately 18 months of dedicated work, the truck restoration project is nearing completion. 

The team estimates another $15,000–$20,000 is required to finalise the project. 

Once completed, the truck will remain with the shed for use in projects and community initiatives. A big 

congratulations and thank you to the entire team who have worked so hard on this. 
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The Value of Volunteers 

Like most Men’s Sheds, we rely heavily on volunteers—and in our case, perhaps even more than most. 

Whether it’s BBQs, markets, crafting items for sale, or supporting community clients, your contributions are 
essential to keeping our shed operational. The financial report clearly shows the substantial costs involved in 

running the shed, and without volunteer efforts, none of this would be possible. 

So once again, I urge every member: Please get involved and contribute wherever you can. 

Looking Ahead 

This past year has been a successful and eventful one, and while I’ve touched on many highlights, I’ve only 

scratched the surface of what we've accomplished together. 

I have nominated to serve another term as President, and assuming no opposition, I want to be clear that 
the upcoming year will be my last, having served the maximum four consecutive years allowed under our 

constitution. 

It is important that we start thinking now about leadership succession—not just for the presidency, but for 

all key roles (with the exception of the Treasurer). 

Joondalup Women’s Shed 

Our sister group has enjoyed a wonderful year filled with creativity and community: 

 Workshops: wood-burning, pen- and belt-making, art framing, drills & drivers, Thermomix demos 

 Talks: Save the Bees (Dr Kit Prendergast), aged care funding (Kathryn Ewin) 

 Children’s activities at Bunnings, raffles, and funded events 

Outings: mosaic studios, galleries, markets, exhibitions, lunches, movies, and a Christmas gathering 

Community projects included: 

 A palliative care trolley (Bethanie Geneff) 

 Dignity bags / drainage packs for oncology patients 

 Dry food donations for the Spiers Centre 

 Raffle prizes for WANSLEE 

 Reclining chair donation 

A $1,000 contribution to the JMS truck renovation—recognizing support from Graham & Geoff 

Grants were provided by Emily Hamilton (tools) and the City of Joondalup (training). Upcoming events in-

clude a Spring High Tea, completion of the “Save the Bees” garden, and an orchid nursery tour. 

The JWS has expressed their thanks to Brian for his support as treasurer and many thanks to the committee 

and shed members for their support to the Women’s Shed. 

 

In Closing 

Thank you once again to everyone for your commitment, enthusiasm, and support throughout the year. This 

shed exists and thrives because of the members within it. Let’s continue to build on this success, support one 

another, and keep making the Joondalup Men’s Shed a place of pride for all involved. 

Mark Smith 

President – Joondalup Men’s Shed 
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Gerry Clifford 
Barbecue Manager 

Graham Duffy 
Shed Manager 

 

Chris  Graeme-Drury 

Vice President 

Dave Ginger 
 Membership Manager 

Mark Smith 
President 

Rick Otero 
Secretary  

 

Norm Jones 
Maintenance Manager 

Merv Pearce 
Bench Press Editor 

 
Mike Lockhead 

Sales & Marketing 

Manager 

Geoff Burleigh 

Deputy shed Manager & 

Training Coordinator 

Introducing your Committee members 

for 2325/26 

Sub committee members  

Eric Hughes 
Treasurer 
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Merv, 

Attached is the email I had in return from Alan Greehalgh. 

He was president back in 2013 and became a life member of JMS at the time. 

Members who knew him may be interested in his activity in Kendenup. 

I notice you were an active member back in 2016.  

The committee at that time: 

Bob Allen (Pres), Peter  Macander (Vice President) Steven Thatcher,  (Treasurer) Michael  Robinson (Sec) 
Ian McCallum (Asst Secretary) Donald Atkinson (Asst Treasurer), Brian Abbott (Welfare Officer )Ron 
Slavin (Social Member) Reg Luther (Benchpress Editor) Bob Davis (Committee Member) Bernie Egan 
(Committee Member 

Associations WA is asking that we submit a financial report for 2016, but we cannot find a record of 
that. 

It is strange that the monthly minutes in 2016 can be found on our Google drive but nothing of the 
AGM. 

Steven Thatcher was the treasurer and was using a desktop bookkeeping software package called Cash-
flow Manager.  No sign of that exists now and nothing was kept online.   

I would like to contact some of the committee at that time and see if they can help.  Do you know who 
may be contactable? 

Brian 

 To Tom Daly who brings in to the shed on Mondays and Tuesdays Fruit, vegies 

and bread which is snapped up very rapidly. 

Thank you Tom. 

   Hats  

To our Shed Manager Graham Duffy who was granted a Life Membership at the AGM 
for service to the shed. There is not enough space in this section to mention all he has 

done. Just a few, He has been picking up members who don’t have transport, cooking and 
preparing lunches for the blokes every day, picking up bread from Woolworths , net-

working with business people and organising discounts  for members and always standing 
in to organise ventures such as Bunnings sausage sizzles and Farmers Markets if the Man-

agers of such are sick or away on holidays. etc. etc. 

Well deserved Graham  
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All members and associates: 

We need your help.  We continue to have members and associ-
ates that are doing two things: 

1.  Bringing in items - used air conditioners, anchors, defunct Ni-
Cad tools, carpets, etc. WITHOUT first getting shed manager ap-
proval.  Stop! All items must get shed approval first. 

2.  Bringing  in items (other than metal) - cardboard or plastics for 
recycling or trash for the bin without permission.  We pay for this 

to be disposed of.  Stop! 

Any questions - ask a shed supervisor first. 

Steve Brooks has done a lot of projects for 
the shed always making wooden toys for 
sale at the Farmers Markets. If only more 

blokes could put some effort in to  churning  

put toys etc. for our sales. 

Pictured is Steve with arm s full of planes, 

tractors and cars  which he has made. 

A good effort Steve. 
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Stirling Markets 
Sunday 17th August 

Kingsway  
Saturday 6th September 

 

Saturday August 2nd 

       Monday September 29th  

  Saturday October11th  

Saturday November 8th  

Saturday December13th  

 

Thursday 1st January 2026 ( New Years Day) 

Friday August 15th 

Friday September 19th 

Friday October 10th  

Friday November 21st 

Friday December 19th 

 

Friday Sausage Sizzles 
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 The total number of paid 

up ordinary members 

as at July 2025 

 

 The total number of paid up 

associate members 
as at July 2025 

 
 

Caring for our fellow Members 
Should you hear about any of our fellow shedders being ill, experiencing the loss of a loved one or you haven't 
seen them at the shed for an extended period, please inform our Welfare Officer Chris Drury.  He will make 

enquiries and visit if necessary and keep Shedders informed. 

Chris Drury: chris.drury@sumphero.com 

June 2025 attendance statistics compiled by Barry Fitzsimmons 

 
The Joondalup Men's Shed (JMS) is the local representative and a registered member of the West 

Australian Men's Shed Association.  
 

The JMS Patron is  Emily Hamilton MLA, Member for Joondalup (ALP) 
 

Our motto is short way of saying what JMS is all about:  
"Blokes Building Better Communities!" 

 

We are all about fostering better overall health and well being for all men. This has an obvious bene-
ficial ripple effect for our members' families, the wider community and the members themselves. 

Week Start Week End Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Vis 
Wk To-
tal 

1/06/2025 1/06/2025 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- 0 0 0 

2/06/2025 8/06/2025 PH 58 33 31 33 0 0 2 157 

9/06/2025 15/06/2025 34 58 40 28 30 0 0 3 193 

16/06/2025 22/06/2025 32 59 28 31 26 0 0 2 178 

23/06/2025 29/06/2025 40 61 34 30 29 0 0 1 195 

30/06/2025 30/06/2025 35 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- 0 35 

 Totals 141 236 135 120 118 0 0 8 723 

 Day Avg 35 59 34 30 30 0 0 2  
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Nigel Leadbitter, Rob Pannell, Bob Gilbert, Larry Minshull, Michael White and Andrew Kavanagh 

Welcome to the shed  gents we hope that you enjoy the camaraderie with 

the members and take part in the activities and crafts that the Joondalup 

Men's Shed offers.  

Bethell 

Blackmore 

Cheung 
Eder 

Garrett 
Jones 

Kelly 
Letch 
Merton 

Nevill 
Parker 

Roberts 

Stoney 

Yamamoto 

David 

Andrew 

Herman 

Arthur 

David 
Norm 

Rob 
Ross 

David 
Peter 
Dave 

Andrew 

Drew 
Tad 
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Mel Forster   

We started the month off with a well supported trip to Phillipa Nutilinsky Studio in Dalkeith , followed by 

lunch in Kings Park .  

Our Tool Shed  workshop was provided by Janet Carter from Women  On The Tools . She gave us a com-
prehensive two hour session on Drills n Drivers. We have asked JC to put together a training program to uti-

lise  our Grant Money, which we hope to have in place soon .   

Jenny @ Bunnings had an enthusiastic bunch of ladies 
putting together and stencilling crates. Some of these 

Jenny @ Bunnings had an enthusiastic bunch of ladies 
putting together and stenciling crates. Some of these 

will be used for our Raffles.  

We have one to make at the Shed as part of our 

Save The Bees project .  


