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After eight years of 
trying to get a site for 
a Men’s Shed and not 

finding anything suitable, last Council meeting 
voted unanimously for us to move into 17 Winton 
Road at a peppercorn rental for ten years. Many 
councillors spoke highly of the value of the Men’s 
Shed in the community and the need for it to have 
security of tenure. This is great news as we get a site 
that already has a workshop with the ability for us to 
develop further. This facility is valued at around one 
million dollars, money that we don’t have to find. 
This will allow us to apply for grants to get this site 
developed to suit us. 

A big thank you to the councillors and staff for all 
the work that has gone into this important decision. 

This move into Winton Road will not happen as 
soon as we would like as Council has to develop the 
Works Operation Centre at Craigie to house the staff 
that will be displaced by our move. This could take 
18 months. In the meantime we will need to develop 
plans covering any extensions to give us adequate 
space for our operation and to plan for the power 
upgrade.  Council has agreed to upgrade the power 
requirements to suit our machines and to assist us in 
moving to Winton Road. The existing solar power 
cells will help cover power costs. We need to plan 
for a metal work and blacksmiths area and make 
sure we have sufficient area for a social area for  

 

morning teas and guest speakers. A big expense will  

be the planning and installation of an industrial dust 
extraction system. 
 

Thanks to those members that attended the council 
meeting. It was an eye opener for us as most of us 
have never been to a council meeting before. Your 
presence was acknowledged by the councillors.  

December has been a busy time for us with toys to 
be made for Joondalup Christmas Lunch, three or 
more markets and at least one sausage sizzle. 
Thanks to those members who have helped in any 
way. Thank you to those people who have donated 
tools and machines to the shed.  

We seem to have lost out chisel sharpening guides. I 
hope that they are just hiding. Also misplaced is the 
special attachment to our newest metal lathe. If you 
know where either is could you return them to the 
shed. 

Christmas is just about here. I wish you an 
enjoyable time over Christmas and New Year. 
Hopefully you can catch up with family and friends. 

Bob Allen 
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