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President’s Report  December 2015 

With Christmas almost here the shed has been a 
hive of activity with all sorts of toys under con-
struction. Some of these toys have been taken to 
various markets by “Ron the Draper” and his 
team. Others will be donated to the Joondalup 

Christmas Lunch where approximately 60 needy 
children will get a gift.. We’ve been doing a 
roaring trade in reindeer as designed by Odd. A 
lot of these have gone to the staff in the Special 
Services Branch. George has been busy painting 

some of these. Thanks to all those involved. 

We had hoped to be able to inform our members that we have another years 
lease here at Padbury Senior High School. We were informed recently that the 

lease has been extended for another year, till the end of 2016.. With almost 
200 members it is important to have security of tenure for next year so that we 
can provide a meeting place and workshop for our members. . Our mediation to 
the Minister for Education, which was very positive about our use of the rooms 
for our Men’s Shed,  was successful and the lease for another year gives us 

breathing space to plan for alternative venues in the future. The recent communi-
cation from the Ministry of Education also indicated that with the department is 
contemplating acquiring the space, leased to the shed, after December 2016 
for its own requirement.  With this decision, the need for securing a venue for 
the shed has become even more important in the time ahead. Be assured that 

we will pursue all avenues to enable an acquisition of suitable accommodation 
for the Shed.  Our gratitude to the Education Department for accommodating us 

thus far. 

Many of our members don’t just come to the shed. They are volunteers in all sorts 
of ways: drivers, carers, nurserymen, Bicycles for Humanity and many more ac-

tivities. We rely heavily on our volunteers. Thank you for your involvement. 

This month we have been able to access a great supply of pine and jarrah 

flooring. We have it stored for use on our many projects. Thanks to Bob Atkinson 
from Sonya Lighting and Lodi for these donations. We have also purchased a 
good quality Radial Arm Saw as the one we had was causing lots of problems. 

Make sure you get advice on its use before using it. 

On the 13th of December we are volunteering at a Triathlon at Whitfords 
Nodes. On 19th December we are doing a sausage sizzle at Bunnings Whit-

fords. If you can help contact Michael. Details are on our website. 

On Sunday 6th December one of my mates was killed while bike riding. Incidents 
like this show us the fragility of our time on earth. We miss our friends who have 
passed on but it is important for us to get on with our life. Make every day a 
happy day for those around us. Think about how you actions might affect others. 

At this Christmas time lets endeavour to have a peaceful and happy time with 

friends and family. 

December Activities :  

Christmas Lunch 10th Dec. 

Bookings latest 3rd Dec 

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle  19th 

December 

Shed closed for Christmas 24th 

Dec to 4th Jan 2016 

November was a hectic 
month with various activities 
that were held on our prem-
ises and external activities 
that were part of the mar-
ket exposure to our prod-
ucts and the call to assem-

bly lines at masters.  

The exercise, to secure a 
viable alternative to our 
shed’s accommodation, has 
assumed an important as-
pect of the committee’s  de-
sire to approach all  quar-
ters to facilitate an early 

settlement to this issue.  

With the approach of the 
Christmas season, there are 
plenty of family oriented 
activities around the commu-
nities and our members are 
busy preparing toys for the 
community based markets 
that are  drawing crowds 
for novelty items. Those of 
us engaged in producing 
these toys must be proud of 
the acclaim that their artistic 
creations have provided for 
the sale of these items at 
the markets. Well done one 

and all. 

   Joondalup Men’s Shed Inc. 
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The Melbourne Cup  
The Melbourne Cup is one of Australia's most prestigious Thoroughbred horse races. It is a 3,200 metre 

race for three-year-olds and over. It is the richest "two-mile" handicap in the world, and one of the rich-

est turf races. The Nation stops all activities to follow the progress of this race and the JMS also put all 

tools down and joined the celebrations with a sumptuous lunch at the premises. With small wagers on the 

horses added to the pulse of the members and their partners. It was indeed a wonderful social and ru-

mour has it that a repeat of the event found a favourable response from all present. Perhaps a venue 

with more seating would be a viable alternative to the tight fit in our social  room .    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thoroughbred_horse_racing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handicapping#Horse_racing
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The Odd couple 

Is there is a hint of an Offensive smell or does Timmi  

usually have a need for a BLOCKED nose.  

 

Weekend Markets 
The JMS was well represented  at the markets held over two weekends : 

The St. Stephen’s weekend market, 4th November, once again saw a good crowd and the toy sales was as 

popular with the onset of Christmas around the corner.  Great gift ideas, for the parents, to satisfy the 

needs of the children with toys made from the heart and without the commercial aspect of mass production. 

Ron Slavin is on a continuous lookout for exposing our products of the Joondalup Men’s shed to the public. 

He sourced another venue, Mili Community Farmer’s market in Currambine Community Centre, for setting 

up a stall for sale of our Toys and other products made in the shed. The market is held on the community 

grounds  

Other markets, are being sourced for our representation, which hold their meets in November and Decem-

ber.  

Shed Supervisors 

Each month, the shed has situations where there are not sufficient supervisors. 

Members who have volunteered as of the 1st December and the day of each week are as follows: 

Monday:   Brian Skinner 

Tuesday:   Kerry Sinclair 

Wednesday:   Bob Heasman 

Thursday:  Brian Abbott   

Friday:         Rob Hansen. 
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New Members 
 

 Dennis O’Brien 

 John O’Dell 

 Alexander Bunhtyan 

 

Please accord a very warm 

welcome to the new members 

of our Shed. It is indeed a 

pleasure to share their compa-

ny and we hope that they will 

be made welcome by all the 

members.  

With the new additions comes 

the opportunity to inject new 

ideas and for us to avail of 

the plethora of experience 

that they bring with them. Re-

gardless of their individual 

expertise the collective gain is 

of the Sheds. It is up to us to 

tap into this available experi-

ence and enrich ourselves. 

Perhaps a shared cuppa and 

an odd gossip to acquaint the 

new members and the wel-

come can go a long way to 

make them comfortable with 

the existing informal atmos-

phere of our Shed. 

 

It was great sadness that we 

were informed of the sad de-

mise of our, Members,  Joe 

Agnelo and Phil Hyde. All 

members would like to express 

their condolences to the family 

members and offer support at 

this sad loss. 

Obituary 

Christmas Lunch  
 

 

Plans are a foot for the annual Christmas 

lunch to be held on the 10th Dec at the 

Woodvale Recreation Centre. Please 

book at the earliest for the catering num-

bers. Tickets are available for $40 per 

head.  Plenty of door prizes  on offer for 

the lucky winners and needless to adver-

tise the sumptuous menu on offer and ex-

cellent company of friends. 

Health and Fitness 
Each Wednesday, there is an opportunity to participate in “soft” low im-

pact exercise class., in the gymnasium.  The class is conducted by a quali-

fied instructor who takes the participants through a 30 minutes routine of 

stretches and low impact exercise routine . The schedule start time of the 

class is 9am. Please join us and start your New Year resolution, with a promotion of health and vigour.  

This is a non competitive event and provides a motivation for others to join and participate.  
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Other activities. 
Master’s once again requested the shed for help in assembling a few pallets of Wheel barrows. The call 

for volunteers was put out by Michael Robinson and the usual members answered the call.  This exercise 

was held on the 8th, 9th and 10th November. It had to be extended by another day as all the wheel 

barrows could not be assembled in three days.  Once again the membership is requested to volunteer for 

these call outs as the onus of this responsibility always falls on the few, who seem to be “permanent’ vol-

unteers. The burden shared is burden lifted and reduces the time it takes to put these items together. A 

big thank you to those members who participated in this exercises.  

 

Assembly of children’s play stations 
Masters store in Joondalup needed help to assemble a combination of children’s playground equipment. 

A team headed by, no less than the president, Bob Allen and some expert “engineers” were at the as-

sembly lines to complete the task at hand.  As the say in cricketing circles “are too many experts in the 

dugout leading to too much…”  There is photographic evidence that proves the point exactly. Leave 

the readers to be the judge of it!!!! 

The “experts” at work. 
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On a lighter side 
Due to a water shortage in Ireland, Dublin swimming 
baths have announced they are closing lanes 7 and 

8....   

Paddy thought his new girlfriend might be the one, 
but after looking through her knickers drawer and 
finding a nurse's outfit, a French maids outfit, and a 
police woman’s uniform, he finally decided if she 

can't hold down a job, she's not for him.  

I got sacked from my job as a bingo caller the other 
day apparently, 'A meal for two with a terrible 

view' isn't the best way to announce number 69. 

 Paddy is doing some roofing work for Murphy. He 
nears the top of the ladder and starts shaking and 
going dizzy. He calls down to Murphy and says "I 
tink I will 'ave to go home, I've come all over giddy 
and feel sick."   Murphy asks "Ave yer got vertigo?" 

Paddy replies "No I only live round the corner." 

After 100 years lying on the sea bed, Irish divers 
were amazed to find that the Titanic’s swimming 

pool was still full! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Why today's American Athletes  can't have regular 
jobs....                                     
1. Chicago Cubs outfielder Andre Dawson on being a 
role model: 
    "I wan' all dem kids to do what I do, to look up to 
me. I wan' all the kids to copulate me."  
 2. New Orleans Saint RB George Rogers when  asked 
about the upcoming season: 
    "I want to rush for 1,000 or 1,500 yards, whichever 
comes first.."    
3. And, upon  hearing Joe Jacobi of the 'Skin's say: 
    "I'd run over my  own mother to win the Super 
Bowl,"     Matt Millen of the Raiders said:  
    "To win, I'd run over Joe's Mom, too."    
4. Torrin Polk,University of Houston receiver, on his 
coach, John Jenkins:   "He treat us like mens. He let us 
wear earrings."    
5. Football commentator and  former player Joe The-
ismann: 
    "Nobody in football should be called a genius. A 
genius is a guy like Norman Einstein."  
  6. Senior basketball player at the University of  Pitts-
burgh :     "I'm going to graduate on time, no matter 
how long it takes.."     (Now that is beautiful)  
   
7. Bill Peterson, a Florida State football coach: 
    "You guys line up alphabetically by height.., and, 
You guys pair up in groups of three, and then line up 
in a circle."  
  8. Boxing promoter Dan Duva on Mike Tyson going to 
prison:     "Why would anyone expect him to  come 
out smarter? He went to prison for three years, not 
Princeton ..."    
9. Stu Grimson, Chicago Blackhawks left wing, explain-
ing why he keeps a color photo of himself above his 

locker:     "That's so when I forget how to spell my 
name, I can still find my clothes."    
10. Lou Duva, veteran boxing trainer, on the Spartan 

training regimen of heavyweight Andrew Golota: 
      "He's a guy who gets up at six o'clock in the 
morning, regardless of what time it is."  
   
11. Chuck Nevitt , North Carolina State basketball play-
er, explaining to Coach Jim Valvano why he appeared 
nervous at practice:       "My sister's  expecting a baby, 
and I don't know if I'm going to be an uncle or an 
aunt.        (I wonder if his IQ ever hit room tempera-

ture )  
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There seems to be an increase in the loss of equipment and material 

from the Shed premises, especially the store room next to the car-

pentry workshop. Perhaps it has been misplaced or borrowed for 

personal use. To curtail the loss, the committee has proposed to in-

stall CCTV monitors at vantage points to enable a video record. 

Members are requested to send in articles and comments for inclusion in the Bench Press. Since the dis-
tribution list is not limited to internal membership, discretion is “advised”. Please submit by the third 
week of the month for publication, to Reg..  rluther48@gmail.com 

Our best to all the members who have had various operations and 

ailments in the last month and recuperating through their illnesses. 

We wish you all a speedy recovery and good health.  

 Harry Chase 

 Ozzie Baizer 

 Tony Brewer 

 Jim Pember 

Our members would 
enjoy a visit from our 
more healthy mem-
bers. Contact Peter 
Macander our Welfare 
Officer for details. 

The Committee and Mem-

bers would like to extend 

their Birthday wishes to 

the following members, 

whose Birthday falls in the 

month of December :  

Frank Antulov 

Roger Bayzand 

Malcolm Brown 

Nelson Da Rocha 

Noel Doig 

Ian Downing 

Dave Fiorini 

Barry Fitzsimmons 

David Lockett 

Ashley Sullivan 

Trevor  Davies  

 

FOR SALE 

1. Shoprider 4 wheel Scooter/Gopher . Front 

2 wheels foam filled    Batteries near new.  

Body  good condition just serviced       

          Colour – Red Charger included 

           Ring – 0400935730   Ian McCallum 

           $1000.00   negotiable  

mailto:rluther48@gmail.com
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JMS Committee Members 2015-2016 
 
Allen, Alexander Robert (Bob) bjallen@wn.com.au      0439 859 319  
President  
 
Davis, Robert (Bob)    bobfdavis@westnet.com.au     0427 082 088  
Vice President  Future directions 
 
Atkinson Don    donrakkers@hotmail.com    94022996 
Vice President Operations, Safety and Quality Control 
 
Robinson Michael    robinsonmj1950@gmail.com    94098484 
JMS Secretary  
 
McCallum Ian    ianmc@westnet.com.au     94047935 
Asst. Secretary 
 
Yates Arthur    ac.yates1@bigpond.com    0408905731  
Treasurer 
 
Atkinson Don    donrakkers@hotmail.com    94022996 
Asst Treasurer 
 
Macander, Peter    macander@bigpond.net.au     0403 287 442  
Welfare Officer  
 
Cutbill Ray    cutbills1@gmail.com     94487185 
Committee Member 
 
 Abbott  Brian    budbrian@iinet.net.au     92038081 
Committee Member 
 
Sinclair Kerry    sinclair05@bigpond.com     92437967 
Committee Member 
 
Slavin Ron    evaron@westnet.com.au    93056273 
Social Member 
  
Luther, Reg     rluther48@gmail.com     0414 998 717  
Editor Bench Press 

mailto:cutbills1@gmail.com
mailto:evaron@westnet.com.au

